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DESIGN DNA

ART IN
CONTEXT

Rooted in the emotional

underpinnings of art,
(ralerie Philia mounts
immersive ex hibitions
meant to simulate a desper
connection with design.

By Michas] Wilson

“AHlA E AWORD THAT MEANS 1OVE
OF THINGE =AS N PHILOSOPHY,
A LOVE OF W EDOM," Yeasl Attali
explains when talking about Calens
ant and dezign gallery be cofounded
with his brother in 2015 °1 like this
iea becanss when you kove anl, jthat
kve] has a cartain kind of depth.”
Attali's lifelong passion for lanmags
and literature is evident as he discusses
his practics, often in the lanmags of
clagsical Greak thought. And while
other gallerists tend to focus on object s
and antworks, Agtali is unique in his
ingistence about the significance of
emotion inthe context of new art and
design; he stresses the centrality of
relationships among people, as well
ae among idsas materials, and forms
*My background is in philosoply,
political sciences, literaturs, and the
arts,” Attali says 1 did a master's in
comparative s rature & the Sorbonne
and [a master's] in political scienoe at
the Paris Ing ibute of Political Studies
Finalhy 1did a [doctorade] in philoso-
phy, [with a locus on] the concapt of
mukticulturalism.”

a4 GRAY
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Afer recaiving his doctorate, Attali
gpemit & few vears warking at ssveral
art galke riss in Pans befors deciding
to open his own *] was a big fan of
the pew collectible design soens, i
didn't see § widaly represented” he
zvE | knay some desimmers who weme
part of the trend towand arganic
dezign, sol decded to work with them.”

Galers Philia now has spaces in
Geneva, New York, and Singapors, but
it also purses a trave ling exhibition
model, mounting displays in diverss
lecations amound the world, rom hidden
ards ne to historic churches, for which
artist s and dezignars makes sile-specific
works. (For Trarstumances i1, a recent
exhibition in Florenoe, a group of
artisie experime med with creative
techniques u=ed during the Benais-
sance, including organic dyaing s
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Ygall Atrall, cafoundar af Gakri
Fhilin, in infamational cosampe

Tary ar and dasign galkry wkh
ocxtlons 1 Ganava, MNaew Yark,

ard Singopom.
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Taring Milan Daslgn Weak In Saptambar 2021, Cakre Fhilia moumad o show (shown abova) §idled Aok Jeem— D¥odog w i Emarging fiolize
Desigmers, which katurad bnEalis fornkum fromiha Farls-tasad fashion dasigoar alongsida places b condamporary [Halian arlixs Tha Archivio
V0] consola & callaborodlon befwaan CLHASTRVIDE and Mk ™27 | |5 consirnciad from o Singlke sleb of Calecsta Vicla marbl.
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Archiie ol Loramr o Eini's marbla tabds, shown with brooma ploas by Rick Cwans, was pan of iha
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A meam place by lighting dasign sodic Morghan langs sbova fha T dinlngtahle [by Dam Afaliar as
Aick Cenees—Diafog wirk Emerpine Jariion Desigesnt. The scolptoral objecs an tha tabk woam dasigoed by Owans
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met hods, knife painting, and varicus
plaster tachniques. )

*“The most important thing to mes,”
Attali say=, "iz not [that the pallery is]
nomadic, but that we constantly change
the structure of the exhibitionz. Bvary
time we use a new sstting, it gives
new soul to the works. [fwe doan
exhibition in a castle in France, as we
did at [Chiteau de Barjac] in 2020, it'=s
very different than what we might do
in a palazzo in Florence. The architec-
ture kads us to diflerent vibrations"

The approsch comes with challenges
especially when the seiting is
conacioasly restrained "We did an
exhibition in a loft in Brussals that
was vary minimalistic,” Attali says.
“At firet, [such a blank carvas] ki
liks & gift, but ultimate ly, we couldo’t
work with the style—it Just wasmt
evocative. I'm inerested in minimali=m,
but it dessn't touch me [emoticnally]-
becauss it's not suppesad to, right®

Attali works with amerging and
eztablizhed creatives, nat all af whom
bt neathy into a singular category.
Calerie Philia's reatar inchudas young
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Putch de=igner and ceramist Willem
van Hooff architect and flurniture
designer Pistro Franceschin, and
fashion icon Rick Owens. On Pabruary
B, the pallery mounted Nnonsatidndico
in the Polance neighborhood in
Mexico City; the five-day exhibition,
a salellite evert during the Zonamaco
art fair, shiwvcased the nsing stars
of Latin American and European design
Pregsad on the concephaal under-
pinnings of his work, Attali eturns
to ancient Gresos, and spacifically to
Aristatls, who wrote about philia in
hiz treatiss Nicomachean Ethics. " The
word has different meanings” Attali
explains, “but one of them iz a [riend
ship in which the twe parts are aqual;
aomething that you work on with
someone for your whole lik. Galerie
Philia came from this—I had friends
who wers stanting out in the design
soeme, [ took them with me, andthey
took me with them” +
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